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LEVEL CROSSING TRAGEDY  
 
 
TasRail is again pleading with the community to be more alert for trains, following a 
tragic level crossing collision in the State’s north today. 
 
A single occupant vehicle was travelling west along Bishopsbourne Road when it 
collided with the train at about 1.20 pm. The train was travelling south to Hobart when it 
struck the vehicle.  The level crossing is protected with a STOP sign in compliance 
with the applicable Australian Standard.   
 
Tasmania Police, Fire and Ambulance crews attended the scene and TasRail is 
working co-operatively with the Police to investigate the incident.  TasRail will also 
carry out its own investigation and report to the Rail Safety Regulator.  
 
Chief Executive Officer Damien White said TasRail is deeply saddened by today’s loss 
of a life, offering sympathy to the family and friends of the deceased.  
 
“The incident is extremely difficult for all involved but I am grateful to TasRail staff for 
the professional way they have responded to what is a distressing event”, Mr White 
said.    
  
Mr White confirmed that the train’s two person crew was not physically hurt, but said 
they were understandably traumatised by the accident.  “TasRail is providing 
counseling and other support and will closely monitor the health and wellbeing of those 
involved”, he said.   
 
There have been two level crossing collisions this year.  Both have occurred at the 
same location at Longford.  The previous collision on 15 March was due to driver 
inattention and on that occasion, the vehicle occupants were lucky to have escaped 
unharmed. 
 
Last financial year TasRail reported seven vehicle collisions including one fatality.  In 
addition, TasRail train drivers reported 118 near miss incidents for the same period.   
 
Mr White would not speculate about the cause of today’s fatality but expressed 
frustration that motorist inattention continues to jeopardise lives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For more information or comment: 
 
Jennifer Jarvis 
Corporate Relations Manager  Telephone: 03 6337 2232 or mobile 0428 139 238 
 
 

TasRail level crossing safety statistics: 
 2011/2012  

Year to date 
2010/2011  

Number of reported near miss 
incidents, where drivers fail to 
stop at railway level crossings 
when a train is approaching 

62 118 

Number of level crossing 
vehicle collisions 

2* 7* 
 

Number of level crossing 
pedestrian collisions 

0 2* 

 

 Includes one fatality  

 
 

Reported near miss incidents at level crossing in the past week: 

 The driver of a Blue Mazda Wagon was reported to have deliberately ignored activated 
level crossing warning lights and bells and proceeded to drive through a level crossing at 
Reeves Street Burnie.   
 

 A red Toyota drove through the crossing in front of a train at Elwick Road at 2.00pm 
 

 A white cattle truck failed to stop and entered the crossing just 60-80 metres in front of the 
train. 
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